PATIENT, a young woman, aged 22. At the age of 16 she had begun to'suffer from diarrhoea with the passage of large quantities of blood and mucus. She became very weak and anaemic. No treatment was effectual in alleviating the condition, and she went on gradually getting worse. In the early part of 1918 she came into St. Mark's Hospital.
Operation.-The abdomen was opened in the mid-line, and on exploring the colon numerous large polypi could be felt as high up as the aecurn, and all through the transverse colon. The small intestine was divided 6 in. from the cocum, and an end-to-side junction made with the rectum. The whole of the large intestine was then removed down to the point of union. The whole operation was done at one sitting. The patient made a complete recovery, and has since been earning her own living. Since the operation she has put on 2 st. in weight, and the only inconvenience from which she suffers is that the bowels act from three to four times a day, with semiformed stools. She is also rather more thirsty than the ordinary individual.
Lookhart-Mummery: Case of Mega-colon
The specimen exhibited shows multiple adenomata of a simple character throughout the entire large intestine.
Mr. IVOR BACK: I am interested to see this case, in which the colon has been removed for a condition described as " mega-colon," a name whicb would include many disorders of the large bowel. I hope this case may provoke a discussion upon (1) the indications for, and (2) the technique of complete colectomy. For example, is it a justifiable operation in a case of carcinoma of the centre of the transverse colon'? It is certainly easier to perform than an excision of the growth with end-to-end anastomosis of the colon in that position; and it must surely diminish the liability to recurrence. Further, is it indicated in cases of chronic intestinal stasis ? and if so to what degree must the disease have advanced to justify it ?
Case of Mega-colon (Hirschsprung's Disease).
By J. P. LOCKHART-MUMMERY, F.R.C.S. B. C., FEMALE, aged 26; has always been constipated. As a child she frequently went three weeks without an action of the bowels. She has had two children. During the last pregnancy the condition was much aggravated, and at the time the child was born the bowels had not been opened for two months. When admitted to hospital the patient's bowels had not been opened for twelve weeks in spite of aperients, and she complained that during the last week or two she had suffered a good deal of pain in the abdomen and back. Her general condition is good, she does not feel ill, and she has not suffered from headaches. Lately she has had a good deal of difficulty in passing urine. The abdomen is enormously distended, about the size of an eight months' pregnancy, and well marked peristaltic waves can been seen through the abdominal wall. The dilatation of the bowel appears to come right down to the anus.
Case of Mega-colon (Hirschsprung's Disease), with Secondary
Carcinoma.
By J. P. LOCKHART-MUMMERY, F.R.C.S.
THE patient is an ex-soldier, aged 54. According to his histqry the bowels acted normally until seventeen years ago, when after an attack of dysentery in India he begau to suffer seriously from constipation.
